THE FOUR GEORGES
had to walk along the front at Brighton with the King's
arm round his neck. Lady Bessborough gave an amusing
account of George in moments of amorous enthusiasm:
"Such a scene I never went through. I stared and
he went on, and after a long tirade threw himself on
his knees and clasping me round kissed my neck. Then
vows of eternal love, entreaties and promises of what he
would do. He would break with Mrs. Fitzherbert and
Lady Hertford. I should make my own terms. I
should be his sole confidant, sole adviser. I should
guide his politics."1
In the later years of his reign George IV withdrew from
the public gaze, and became more indolent than ever,
rarely rising before six o'clock in the evening, and re-
ceiving his ministers in night-attire. When Goderich
resigned and the Duke of Wellington was summoned to
form a ministry, the latter found the King in bed
"dressed in a dirty silk jacket and a turban night-cap,
one as greasy as the other; for, notwithstanding his
coquetry about dress in public, he was extremely dirty
and slovenly in private".2
Such was the so-called "First Gentleman of Europe", a
term that might have been applied with considerably
more reason to either of the French monarchs who were
his contemporaries, and, so far as his character was con-
cerned, it is difficult to resist the conclusion that a more
contemptible monarch never wore the British, or any
other, crown.3
1  Quoted by Leslie, S.: George the Fourth, pp. 79-80.
2  A Portion of the Journal kept by Thomas Raikes, 1831-47, Sept. 24, 1843.
3  He had a sense of wit, and once when a waiter chaffed him, he said, "This
is all very well between you and me, Sam, but beware of being equally familiar
with Norfolk."!
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